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What Are You Becoming?

Romans 8:29-30
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

Today’s Truth
Before the beginning of time, God knew that we who have accepted His free gift of salvation by grace through faith in the work of Christ on the cross would one day be changed into the image of His Son. 

Devotional|Romans 8:29-30
Romans 8:29-30 has a lot of big words like predestined (twice!), so let's deal with it first. Predestined is the translation of a Greek word that means "determine beforehand," "ordain," or "decide upon ahead of time." To help you understand this predestined process of becoming conformed to the image of Christ, I first want to remind my readers of something, and then I will share from personal experience.

God loves you and wants a relationship with you. He is perfect in every way, and we are not (Romans 3:23). He wants us to be with Him forever, but He can't be in the presence of sin because of His holiness. He provides a way for us to have a relationship with Him. He sent His Son Jesus (John 3:16), who was fully God and fully man, to die in our place for the sins we did, do, and will commit. Once we believe this and make a decision to surrender our lives to God (Romans 10:9-10), we can look forward to spending forever with Him (1 Corinthians 2:9).

After we surrender our lives to Christ, He has a plan for His children (John 1:12; Ephesians 2:10), and part of that plan is to become more and more like His Son (Romans 8:29). The process is called sanctification (1 Thessalonians 4:3). He calls us, forgives us, and will one day fully conform us to the image of His Son.

The thought of being sanctified sometimes frightens me because usually it occurs through hard circumstances. Some losses are tangible, and some are intangible. But God in His goodness teaches me much about Himself as I lean on Him and learn to trust Him more through difficult things. He reminds me that joy, peace, contentment, and satisfaction are only found in Him. It's a place I want to arrive, but a trip I often try to avoid. I am praying that we all make the journey with the end in mind.
Discussion Questions
1. Have you realized that God loves you? If so, when did you realize it?
2. When did you make the decision to completely surrender to Him? Or will you now?
3. In what area of your life are you being sanctified?
